
 

Monday, July 24, 2017 
 
Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554  
 
Re: WC Docket No. 10-11, In the Matter of Reform of the FCC Form 477 Data 
Program. Development of Nationwide Broadband Data to Evaluate reasonable and 
Timely Deployment of advanced services to all Americans improvement of wireless 
Broadband subscribership data; Ex Parte Presentation 
 
Dear Mrs. Dortch:  
 
This letter is to notify you that on Thursday, July 20, 2017, the undersigned and Grant 
Seiffert of Connected Nation spoke in person with Jay Schwarz and Kristine 
Fargotstein of Chairman Ajit Pai’s office.  
 
The purpose of this discussion was to discuss potential improvements to the Form 
477 process of data collection. Connected Nation discussed the need for accurate 
and granular broadband maps as one of the most critical tools in developing sound 
broadband policy to close the digital divide. Connected Nation noted that while its 
mapping efforts have been highly successful, the SBI program as a whole faced a 
number of challenges, and the current Form 477 data collection process is deficient 
in several ways. Connected Nation expressed the belief that any future broadband 
mapping effort must prioritize the accuracy and granularity of broadband maps at 
the street address or parcel level of detail but must also prioritize the protection of 
providers’ proprietary and confidential information that may be used to derive more 
granular coverage footprints. 
 
Lastly, Connected Nation discussed possible legislation that could be a viable and 
effective path forward involving the establishment of a single, independent, third-
party clearinghouse for broadband data collection and mapping.  This clearinghouse 
would have responsibility for carrying out four (4) primary tasks: 
 

1) Broadband data collection and analysis – working with the provider 
community through a rigorous non-disclosure agreement framework; 

2) GIS mapping of broadband availability and speeds – produced from 
infrastructure and subscriber data submitted by the providers; 

3) Field validation and audits of the maps once they are produced; and 
4) Processing feedback submitted by consumers to ensure continual 

refinement of the maps. 
  



Respectfully Submitted,  

 
J. Brent Legg  
Vice President, Government Affairs 
 
cc:		 Jay	Schwarz	
	 Kristine Fargotstein 
 
  


